Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 HONG K 15084 070958Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CU-04 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 /063 W 

077702 071540Z/40 

R 070824Z DEC 77 
FM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8089 
INFO CINCPAC 
FBIS 

USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 15084 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINR, PINT, CH 

SUBJECT: RANKING OF POLITBURO MEMBERS 

1 . PEOPLE'S DAILY DECEMBER 5 PHOTOGRAPH OF THE CLOSING SESSION 
OF THE ELECTRONICS CONFERENCE APPEARS TO INDICATE A RANKING OF 
SOME POLITBURO OFFICIALS WHICH DEVIATES FROM THE USUAL STROKE 
ORDER LISTING OR RANKING BY NON-PARTY JOB WHICH PEKING HAS 
USED SINCE THE ELEVENTH PARTY CONGRESS. IN THE CENTRAL POSITION 
IS VICE CHAIRMAN LI HSIEN-NIEN. IN THE RANKING POSITIONS 
FOLLOWING LI ARE POLITBURO MEMBERS YU CHIU-LI, FANG YI, HSU 
HSIANG-CHIEN, CHEN HSI-LIEN, CHEN MU-HUA, AND VICE PREMIERS 
WANG CHEN AND KU MU. 

2. THE NCNA ARTICLE WHICH ACCOMPANIES THE PHOTO APPEARS TO 
CARRY THE OFFICIALS ACCORDING TO THEIR NON-PARTY RANKS AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 15084 070958Z 

THUS LISTS THE GROUP AFTER LI AS POLITBURO MEMBERS/VICE 
PREMIERS YU CHIU-LI AND CHEN HSI-LIEN, POLITBURO MEMBER/ 

NPC VICE CHAIRMAN HSU HSIANG-CHIEN, POLITBURO MEMBER FANG 
YI, POLITBURO ALTERNATE CHEN MU-HUA, AND VICE PREMIERS 
WANG CHEN AND KU MU. ACCORDING TO THE STANDARD STROKE 
ORDER LIST, THE RANKING SHOULD HAVE BEEN FANG YI, YU 
CHIU-LI, CHEN HSI-LIEN, AND FINALLY HSU HSIANG-CHIEN. 
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